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“Principles of gender justice and
feminist leadership offer new
possibilities for responding to the
climate crisis. This groundbreaking
conference will help us to develop
meaningful strategies to heal
systemic injustices while promoting
equity and sustainability.”

Professor Lori Peek,
Director of the
Natural Hazards Center
Professor of Sociology, University of
Colorado Boulder

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Raewyn Connell – A leading figure in gender studies internationally
Professor Emerita, University of Sydney, and Life Member of the
National Tertiary Education Union. She has taught in several
countries and is a widely cited sociological researcher, the author of
Gender & Power, Masculinities, and Southern Theory. Her recent
books include The Good University and Gênero em termos reais. Her
work has been translated into twenty languages. Raewyn has been
active in the labour movement, the peace movement, and work for
gender equality. Details at www.raewynconnell.net and Twitter
@raewynconnell

Hayley Foster – CEO, Women’s Safety NSW
Hayley Foster is the Chief Executive Officer of Women's Safety NSW,
which is a peak representative body for women's specialist domestic
and family violence services in NSW advocating on behalf of members
for systemic reform to increase women's safety, justice and wellbeing
in the context of domestic and family violence.
Hayley holds a Bachelor of Laws- First Class Honours and University
Medallist, a Bachelor of Business, and postgraduate qualifications in
mediation, family disputes resolution, financial planning and political
economics.

Jefa Greenaway - RAIA MDIA (Wailwan|Kamilaroi) Senior Lecturer - Indigenous Curriculum
Development (University of Melbourne, Australia) Co-Founder – Indigenous Architecture + Design
Victoria (IADV) not-for-profit Founding Director – Greenaway Architects
Jefa shares both Aboriginal and German heritage and is founding
Director of Greenaway Architects (est 1998), a University of
Melbourne Senior Lecturer, and a regular design commentator on
ABC Radio Melbourne.
He’s championed Indigenous-led design thinking for over 25 years,
including as co-founder of Indigenous Architecture + Design Victoria
[IADV] (with Rueben Berg), and as co-author of the acclaimed
‘International Indigenous Design Charter’ (a Deakin University, IADV
and DIA partnership) and as a registered architect in NSW and
Victoria.
Jefa was recently inducted into the Design Institute of Australia’s ‘Hall
of Fame’, is a co-curator of the Australian exhibition at La Biennale
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Architettura di Venezia 2021 (with Tristan Wong) and is a founding
signatory of Architects Declare Australia.

Cathy McGowan
Cathy came to national attention when she won the seat of Indi as an
independent in 2013. The community backed her again in 2016. In
2019 Indi made Australian political history when Dr Helen Haines was
elected as Indi's second, independent woman. During her time as a
politician Cathy actively worked in Parliament to develop policy
around regional development, constitutional change for first nations
people and a solution to the indefinite detention of asylum seekers.
In 2019 she was awarded The Accountability Round Table award for
political integrity. She is an Officer in the Order of Australia, a
Churchill fellow and lives very happily on her farm in the Indigo Valley
in NE Victoria.

Bob Pease – Honorary Professor, School of Humanities and Social Sciences Deakin University and
Adjunct Professor, Institute of Social Change, University of Tasmania.
Bob Pease is currently Adjunct Professor in the Institute of Social
Change at the University of Tasmania and Honorary Professor in the
School of Humanities and Social Sciences at Deakin University. He has
been involved in pro-feminist politics with men for many years, was a
founding member of Men Against Sexual Assault in Melbourne and
continues to be involved in community education and campaigns
against men’s violence against women. He has published extensively
on masculinity politics and critical social work practice, including five
books as single author and fifteen books as co-editor, as well as
numerous book chapters and journal articles.

Dr Meagan Tyler – Centre for People, Organisation and Work, RMIT
Dr Meagan Tyler is a Senior Lecturer based in the School of
Management and the Centre for People, Organisation, and Work at
RMIT University, Melbourne. Her research interests include: gender
inequality, violence against women, sexual exploitation, emergency
management, and disaster studies. She has published significant
works on the social construction of gendered inequalities in the
context of bushfire preparation and response in Australia, as well as
gendered issues around bushfire policy. Her most recent book on
these issues (with Peter Fairbrother) is Wildfire and Power: Policy and
Practice (Routledge, 2019).
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Dr Niki Vincent – Victorian Commissioner for Gender Equality in the Public Sector
Dr Vincent is responsible for overseeing implementation of the
Gender Equality Act 2020 and plays a key leadership role in
promoting gender equality in the Victorian community and
workplaces.

Dr Vincent has a wealth of experience in gender equality and
organisational leadership. This includes most recently serving as the
South Australian Commissioner for Equal Opportunity since May
2016. In this role, Dr Vincent was responsible for the general
administration of the Equal Opportunity Act 1984 (SA).

The Honourable Gabrielle, MP – Minister for Women
Gabrielle Williams is the Minister for Prevention of Family
Violence, Minister for Women and Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs in the Victorian Government.
She was appointed to the Cabinet in 2018, having previously
served as a Parliamentary Secretary, and proudly represents her
local community as the Member for Dandenong.
Gabrielle holds a Bachelor of Laws and a Bachelor of Arts (Hons)
from Monash University. She has previously worked as a lawyer
and project manager and has served as a director of a not-forprofit disability sport organisation.
Gabrielle is a passionate advocate for equity and is proud to be
a member of Victoria’s first ever gender-equal cabinet.
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MODERATORS
Naomi Bailey, Gender & Disaster Pod Associate
Naomi is the Senior Advisory on National Media Engagement. She has
worked on women's health and women's rights for 20 years. After
working with Amnesty International in their New York office on issues
of violence against First Nations women, she returned to Australia
and has worked in rural remote communities, from the East Kimberly
to Papua New Guinea. She has worked with the Gad Pod since 2014
and wrote the Diversity in Disaster Conference Outcome Statement.
Her work has been published in The Age, Proximity and various
academic journals. Her novel won the Penguin/Varuna development
prize and was shortlisted for the Victorian Premiers Literary Awards.

Teresa Capetola – Health, Nature and Sustainability Research Group, Deakin University
Teresa Capetola is Lecturer in Health Promotion at Deakin University.
She has a background in psychology, sociology and gender studies
and is currently completing her PhD. She is Course Director of the
Master of Health Promotion and is responsible for including
education for sustainability into both undergraduate and post
graduate health promotion courses at Deakin University. She is a
multi-award-winning educator recognised for her innovation in
Education for Sustainability in the tertiary sector and is co-founder of
Deakin University’s first interdisciplinary unit on sustainability, which
has been running for more than 10 years. She is the Lead in
Education for Sustainability in the Health Nature Sustainability
Research Group, Deakin University and a member of the Research
and Policy Committee, Climate and Health Alliance, Australia. Her
most recent research has focused on youth mental health promotion
within a climate change context.

Jaspreet Kaur – Research Assistant and Training Co-ordinator , Gender and Disaster Pod
Jaspreet is a proud Sikh woman and is passionate about challenging
and questioning the status quo. She has a background in Architecture
and has completed her Masters in Disaster, Design and Development.
She recently completed the Rivers and Ranges Community
Leadership program in 2019.
Jaspreet is adamant about not fitting within the boundaries created
by society and lives to break stereotypes and assumptions. She is a
fierce advocate for women’s rights and wishes to see a world in
which women can live without fear, have autonomy, and dominate
the world!

Conference Managers: Happenings Australia Pty Ltd
67 Mooramie Avenue, Kensington, NSW 2033
Tel: 02 9231 2007 Email: l.wilson@happenings.com.au

Amanda Kelly – Chief Executive Officer, Women’s Health Goulburn North East
Amanda took on the role of CEO Women’s Health Goulburn North
East in July 2019. She previously held senior management roles with
Girl Guides Victoria and Emerge Australia, a membership-based
health advocacy and support organisation, as well as having
experience in communications, events management and the creative
arts sector. Amanda has a strong commitment to human rights and
assisting minorities to find their voice and currently also holds a
volunteer role as Treasurer of Gender Equity Victoria.

Liam Leonard – Consultant and GAD Pod Associate
Liam is a social policy consultant and Adjunct Research Fellow with
Monash University Disaster Resilience Initiative. He has over 20
years’ experience as an LGBTIQA+ advocate and is the former
Director Rainbow Health Victoria, La Trobe University. He has worked
on LGBTIQA+ legislative reform, led the development of the world’s
first LGBTI-inclusive service accreditation program, the Rainbow Tick
and lectured and published widely on sexuality, gender studies and
social policy. More recently, Liam has worked with the GAD Pod
researching LGBTI people’s experiences of disaster and the impacts of
COVID-19 on Victoria’s family violence primary prevention workforce
and LGBTI people’s intimate and familial relationships.

Nikhila Madabhushi – Architect, Gippsland recovery project lead
Nikhila works across the architecture and humanitarian development
disciplines, to collaboratively create projects that shape our built and
socio-spatial environments.
Through her architectural practice she creates culturally and
environmentally responsive residential and public works. Recently she
co-founded emerging social impact design studio Of_Substance. From
here Nikhila explores research-based practises towards spatial justice
in our built environment, with a special focus on decolonial and
participatory methods.
In 2020 Nikhila was awarded the position of Monash Innovation Fellow
within the Department of Architecture. Her research focusses on
rethinking "community-led" recovery of built environments in the
regional Victorian context, following the recent bushfires in East
Gippsland / Gunaikurnai-Bidwell Country.
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Steve O’Malley - AFSM
Steve O’Malley AFSM is a Leading Firefighter and the Diversity and
Inclusion Officer with the Metropolitan Fire Brigade. He has been an
operational Fire-fighter for more than 32 years and is a graduate in
the study of Human Rights.
Steve is a Board and Honorary Life Member of Women and
Firefighting Australasia (WAFA), a foundation member of the
Emergency Management Victoria ‘Gender and Disaster’ taskforce and
an associate, trainer and facilitator with the GAD Pod. Steve is a longstanding presenter and advocate for prevention of violence against
women and gender equity.

Commander Donna Wheatley – Fire Rescue Victoria
Donna Wheatley is a Commander with Fire Rescue Victoria. After 15
years’ service on trucks, she was one of the first two women to
achieve this rank in Victoria in 2018. With still less than 4%
representation of women in operations within the paid fire services
across the county, trail blazing continues to have its gender bias
challenges in this industry. Donna came to the Fire Brigade from an
established career in gendered services - managing family violence
outreach across 3 shires of central Victoria and a specialisation in
Gestalt Psychotherapy, with a lens of systems theory. As a result, her
ability to see the systemic gendered disadvantage has won her
accolades and enemies for the work she has done "calling it out" for
20 years.

PANELLISTS
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Fiona Armstrong – Australian Woman of Influence, funder of Climate and Health Alliance
Fiona is Founder and Executive Director of Climate and Health
Alliance (CAHA) whose mission is to build a powerful health sector
movement for climate action. She is the architect of the world’s first
Framework for a National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-being
for Australia (2017); and a lead author of the Queensland Human
Health and Wellbeing Climate Change Adaptation Plan (2018). Fiona
recently conceived and led the Rewrite the Future Roundtable series,
which led to the publication, ‘Australia in 2030: Possible Alternative
Futures’, and she is the lead author of the accompanying Healthy,
Regenerative and Just policy agenda.

Alison Birchall - Acting Director of Policy Domestic Violence Victoria and the Domestic Violence
Resource Centre Victoria.

Alison has over 20 years’ experience in the family violence and sexual
assault sectors in diverse settings and at various levels in both
Australia and overseas, including in practice, service delivery
management, program design, research, and policy. At DV Vic, Alison
has lead policy development and advocacy in relation to the family
violence and emergencies portfolio, including the role of specialist
family violence services in bushfire response and the interrelationship
between gender, family violence and the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ruby Bron – School Strike for Climate

Ruby Bron is a passionate environmentalist who has organised for
School Strike 4 Climate since 2020. She was first inspired to join the
movement after witnessing the 2020 NSW bushfires, when thousands
of homes were destroyed and the government’s ignorance about
climate policies was truly revealed. Currently in Year 10, she is part of
her school’s environment committee and has been interested in
climate change from a young age, prioritising environmental activism
as primary school captain. Since then, she has undertaken many
leadership opportunities and is constantly learning about the climate
crisis in order to keep actively fighting for justice.
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Christy Bryar -Architect, Black Summer Survivor
Christy is a practising architect who lives in Mallacoota and is
assisting her community with various recovery projects while
navigating the rebuild of her own home and office after losing them
in the Black Summer fires.
She is the director of Christy Bryar Architects as well as working with
Richard Stampton Architects, she has taught design in Landscape
Architecture and Urban Design at RMIT University with an interest in
broadening the role of the architect.

Guðný Björk Eydal – Faculty of Social Work, University of Iceland and Consultant to Government
Guðný Björk Eydal is a Professor at the Faculty of Social Work,
University of Iceland in Reykajvik. Her main fields of study are family
policy and disaster social work. She has developed courses in disaster
social work and led comparative research projects on the roles of
local social services in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and
Sweden in times of disaster. She is currently working on a research on
if and how the disaster management sector to take social services
into account.

Danielle Celermajer – Professor of Sociology and Social Policy at the University of Sydney, Deputy
Director of the Sydney Environment Institute, and convenor of the Multispecies Justice Collective.
While her background is on human rights, in recent years, she has
shifted her thinking and activism to the interface between
environmental, animal and human ethics and justice. Her books
include Sins of the Nation and the Ritual of Apology and The
Prevention of Torture: An Ecological Approach (both with Cambridge
University Press) and Summertime, a book about the experience of
climate catastrophe in an intentional multispecies community
published in 2021 by Penguin Random House.
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Arjan Cheema – Australian Red Cross National, Senior Project Officer, Recovery Emergency Services
Arjan is a Senior Project Officer with the Australian Red Cross’
Emergency Services recovery programs. Through this role he works
closely with field recovery officers supporting communities impacted
by the 2019/20 Bushfires and supported training in issues around
gender impacts in disasters.
Prior to this, Arjan worked in communities impacted by Cyclone
Debbie in North Queensland. He has also worked internationally. In
his role for the World Food Programme, Arjan advocated for Sri
Lanka’s Federal Disaster Management Centre to begin collecting and
disaggregating disaster impact data by gender and age. This ensured
a more detailed view impacted demographics during emergencies
which influenced response and recovery programming. He has a
Master of Development Studies from the University of Melbourne.
Arjan is a keen, but (very) amateur potter and can usually be found
behind the pottery wheel during his downtime.

Catherine Connolly – Researcher (Black Summer), Women’s Information and Referral Exchange
Catherine Connolly (she/her) has worked across a variety of gender
equality roles in State and Local Government, not-for-profits, and
consultancy in Naarm (Melbourne). She is currently the Project
Manager for the Gender, Disaster and Financial Capability Project, as
well as the Women’s Financial Capabilities Project at WIRE, and a
member of the Moreland Gender Equality Reference Group. She is
also the co-founding director of And Also Presents, a residency and
events space for female and gender non-binary led social equity,
climate justice and creative projects.

Andrew Crisp – Emergency Management Commissioner
Andrew Crisp APM is Victoria’s Emergency Management
Commissioner. The Emergency Management Commissioner has
responsibility for coordination before, during and after major
emergencies, including the management of consequences of an
emergency.
During his career, which includes experience in senior emergency
management and policing leadership positions, Andrew has
developed a passion for community safety across metropolitan and
regional Victoria and while working overseas in Papua New Guinea
and Timor-Leste.
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Assistant Commissioner Brett Curran, Gender Equality & Inclusion Command, Victoria Police

With more than 30 years at Victoria Police, Assistant Commissioner
Curran is one of Victoria Police’s longest serving assistant
commissioners, with a proven ability to work through complex
matters with skill and sound judgement.
Appointed as Assistant Commissioner Gender Equality and Inclusion
Command in December 2019, the command operates as a centre for
excellence to support Victoria Police in achieving gender equality in
our culture and in our practice.

Professor Dale Dominey-Howes – Professor of Hazard and Disaster Risk Sciences, Director of the
Asia – Pacific Natural Hazards and Disaster Risk Research Group
Dale is a Geographer with expertise in natural hazards and various
aspects of disaster risk reduction and management policy and
practice. He works at the interface between natural and human
systems and considers ‘disasters in terms of coupled humanenvironment processes. He has, and continues, to work on a variety
of hazard types, disaster events and projects across the globe.
Dale has undertaken work for organisations including the United
Nations, The World Bank, insurance and reinsurance companies,
State and Federal government departments and risk/disaster
management agencies. Dale is an ongoing advisor to State and
Federal disaster and emergency service organisations’ and is
Chairman of the United Nations UNESCO-IOC Post-disaster Policy and
Protocols Working Group.

Stuart Ellis – AM – Chief Executive Officer AFAC
Stuart Ellis is an experienced leader in the emergency management
sector and was appointed Chief Executive Officer of AFAC in 2012.
Stuart is focussed on national initiatives that progress the
effectiveness and professional standing of fire and emergency
services and has a focus on progressing an industry wide, integrated
approach to emergency management.
Previously, Stuart Ellis was the CEO/Chief Officer of the South
Australian Country Fire Service. He has been involved in over 20
operational reviews including the Canberra Bushfires, the Victorian
Bushfire Royal Commission and the operational response to the
Christchurch Earthquake.
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Mary Farrow – Director Centre of Resilience, Emerald

Mary Farrow is brought to you by SDG5. Originally from Berkeley
California, she is the manager of Emerald Community House Inc,
director of the Centre of Resilience and editor of the Emerald
Messenger. Mary has lead these 3 multi-award winning enterprises,
creating a durable, resilient fabric of empowerment laced together
with strategic threads to support people facing adversity. Mary has
been an influencer and chief disruptor for 20 years at ECH, ensuring
that the centre punches above its weight and does not shy away from
a challenge in their community development practice.

Maureen Fordham – Director Centre for Gender and Disaster, University College of London
Maureen Fordham BSc PhD is Professor of Gender and Disaster
Resilience. She is the Centre Director of the IRDR Centre for Gender
and Disaster at University College London
(https://www.ucl.ac.uk/risk-disaster-reduction/research/centregender-and-disaster). She has been researching hazards and disasters
since 1988 and is an expert on gender and intersectionality;
community-based disaster risk reduction; and resilience, capacities
and vulnerability analysis, focusing particularly on the inclusion of a
range of social groups in disaster risk reduction, especially women
and children. She was a founding member of the Gender and Disaster
Network in 1997 and is the Coordinator of its website
(www.gdnonline.org) and activities.

JC Gaillard – Professor of Geography at the University of Auckland.

His work focuses on power and inclusion in disaster and disaster
studies. It includes developing participatory tools for engaging
minority groups in disaster risk reduction with an emphasis on ethnic
and gender minorities, prisoners, children, and homeless people.
More details from: https://jcgaillard.wordpress.com.
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Amanda Leck, GAICD, Executive Director, Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience
Amanda Leck – GAICD, Executive Director, Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience
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fire and emergency services council, prior to her appointment leading AIDR.
Rachael Mackay – WHGNE, Gender & Disaster Pod Trainer

Amanda has significant experience in establishing partnerships with all levels of Government and
business sectors and has demonstrated
leadership
and management
experience.
Rachael is a social
work practitioner
working in gender
equity andHer
the skills includ
prevention
of violence against women. Rachael has a background in
communications and stakeholder
engagement.
homelessness, aged care, child protection and the domestic violence
sectors in Victoria, the NT and UK. As a trainer /facilitator in gender
equity, Rachael is passionate about promoting conversations which
challenge individuals and communities to transform thinking and
actions around gender stereotypes for women and girls, men and
boys. As Change Coordinator with Women’s Health Goulburn North
East, Rachael is a trainer with the Gender and Disaster POD and is
about to launch a podcast about women in sport.

Beth McCann – General Manager, Drummond Street Services
Beth McCann is the General Manager of the Centre for Family
Research and Evaluation at Drummond Street Services, where she
oversees applied research, evaluation and external consultancy
projects. As part of this role, Beth has led a number of action
research projects relating to LGBTIQ+ family violence, including
within the context of COVID-19.
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Daniel Miller – General Manager on Country at Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal
Corporation (GLaWAC).
Daniel brings an understanding of social and cultural issues affecting
Traditional Owners and Aboriginal communities, including interaction
and working with non-indigenous communities. Daniel manages
GLaWAC’s Cultural heritage, land and water management including
fire and bushfire recovery, all with a team of staff and Community
based across Gippsland.
Daniel is a forward thinker and has a strong focus on balancing
community needs with strategic planning and sustainable business
growth. He holds a Bachelor of Organisational Leadership and is
studying for his Master of Business Administration.

Professor Susan Harris Rimmer – Director of the Griffith University Policy Innovation Hub and coconvenor of the Griffith Gender Equality Research Network.

Susan leads the Climate Justice theme of the Griffith Climate Action
Beacon. Susan has written on the intersections between human
rights and climate justice through her hometown of Coonabarabran
in western New South Wales, where long-term residents made the
decision to leave after the fires of 2013, 2019–20, and other extreme
weather events in between.

Trevor Owen – Deputy Chief Officer – Regional Director, South East Region, Country Fire Authority
Deputy Chief Officer Trevor Owen first signed up to volunteer with
his local fire brigade in East Gippsland when he was just 12 years old.
Today Trevor has more than 25 years’ experience, having worked in a
range of fire and emergency management roles in CFA.
As South East Region’s Deputy Chief Officer since 2014, Trevor looks
after a broad geographical area from southern metropolitan
Melbourne through to Mallacoota.
Trevor is a passionate supporter of inclusion and fairness initiatives
across the Region and is proud to lead the ongoing journey of cultural
improvement across South East Region through the Regional
Inclusion & Fairness Council.
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Dr. Debra Parkinson – Manager, Gender and Disaster Pod, Adjunct Research Fellow, MUDRI
Dr Debra Parkinson is a researcher for WHIN & WHGNE, and Adjunct
Research Fellow at Monash University. Her work over the past
decade has focussed on gendered experiences of disasters. In 2015,
Debra was awarded the ‘Social and Political Sciences Graduate
Research Thesis Award’ for her PhD on domestic violence after the
‘Black Saturday’ bushfires. That same year, the Gender & Disaster
Pod was established by WHGNE, WHIN & MUDRI with Debra as
manager. The collaboration has received state, national and
international awards, and the GAD Pod team has developed a range
of resources for the emergency management sector including
training, checklists, ‘snapshots’ and postcards.

Tony Pearce - Inspector-General for Emergency Management
Tony was appointed Victoria’s first Inspector-General for Emergency
Management in July 2014, an independent Governor in Council
Statutory Appointment, working closely with emergency
management sector partners and the community to strengthen
Victoria's emergency management arrangements and enhance
community safety.
For nearly 40 years he has worked in intelligence, security and
emergency/crisis management performing senior operational
functions in a number of Victorian emergency service organisations
before moving to senior crisis coordination and policy positions. Tony
has held a number of senior roles in both state and federal
government including 4 years in the role of Director-General,
Emergency Management Australia.

Amy Prendergast – Acting CEO Respect Victoria
Amy Prendergast is the Acting CEO of Respect Victoria, an
organisation dedicated to the primary prevention of all forms of
family violence and violence against women. Amy is an experienced
social policy executive, with strategic leadership at both state and
national levels of Government. Her specialist expertise includes early
childhood strategy, diversity and inclusion, family violence prevention
and gender equality. She has played key policy and coordination roles
under the National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women and their
Children, the development of Victoria’s primary prevention of family
violence strategy, and the establishment of Respect Victoria as an
independent statutory authority.
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Lucy Saaroni – Executive Manager Fire Prevention and Preparedness CFA
Lucy Saaroni is an emergency management professional with a passion for
community resilience building. She began her career at the Australian
Embassy in Paris, coordinating delivery of Australian humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief to French territories in the Pacific. She also led
Australia’s consular contingency planning for Australians in North West
Africa.
Lucy has demonstrated her ability to inspire and lead others to effect change
in dynamic environments. In 2018, she deployed on military operations to
the Middle East Region, leading diverse teams throughout forward operating
bases in Iraq, Afghanistan and the Gulf States. She also provided strategic
support to Australian and NATO Commanders in Afghanistan during the
historic Taliban ceasefire.
In 2019, Lucy Saaroni became the Executive Manager for Fire Prevention and
Preparedness at the Country Fire Authority, Victoria. In this role, she
oversees the engagement and education programs designed to support
community groups reduce their risk and increase their resilience to fire.

Ella Simons – School Strike 4 Climate
Ella Simons is a 14-year-old climate activist. She has been
organising with school strike 4 climate and AYCC since 2019 and
is passionate about educating people and being a voice in the
climate movement. Ella comes from a Jewish background and is
inspired by those to fight for a wide range of social justice
issues.
Stephen Smith - AFSM MLshipMgt GAICD
Steve is the Assistant Commissioner for QFES People, which sits within the
Strategy and Corporate Services Division of Queensland Fire and Emergency
Services (QFES). He joined the Service in 1994, progressing through to his
current rank of Assistant Commissioner in late 2015. Steve has served in a
number of different regional and state roles and in a variety of specialist
areas.
Immediately prior to moving to QFES People he was Assistant Commissioner
South West Region based in Toowoomba.
Steve has extensive knowledge, skills and experience, both domestically and
internationally, in emergency and crisis management with a particular
interest in leadership and capability development.
As a directorate, QFES People is focused on being connected and responsive
to the needs of the QFES workforce and enhancing their workplace
experiences.
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Sanaz Sohrabizadeh- Faculty Member of Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran,
Iran
Dr. Sanaz Sohrabizadeh , MSc, PhD is an assistant professor of
disaster and emergency health department and head of international
affairs office in the School of Public Health and Safety (SBMU). She
has taught disaster health management in TUMS and SBMU since
2013. Her PhD thesis was the first dissertation with the subject of
gender analysis in disaster risk reduction management of Iran . She
has been researching community-based studies of health in disasters
and emergencies focused on men’s and women’s health, genderbased violence and vulnerable groups’ status in disaster-stricken
regions in Iran. Dr. Sohrabizadeh is the winner of Mary Fran Myers
Scholarship in 2017 and GDN representative in COP22, Morocco,
2016. She is one of a few Iranian researchers that work on gendered
experiences of disaster-affected people and published several
significant papers on different aspects of gender and disasters in Iran.

Victor Steffensen – Indigenous Writer, Researcher and Activist
Victor Steffensen is an Indigenous writer, filmmaker, musician and
consultant applying traditional knowledge in a contemporary context.
He is a descendant of the Tagalaka people north Queensland. Much
of Victor's work has been based on the arts and reviving traditional
knowledge values, particularly Aboriginal fire management, with
Aboriginal communities and non-Indigenous Australians. He is the cofounder of the Firesticks Alliance and the National Indigenous Fire
Workshop, which involves a large community network across
Australia. Victor has experience of working with First Nations and
country internationally and is the author of Fire Country.

Donna Stolzenberg – Founder and Director of National Homelessness Collective, Australian of the
Year Victoria
Donna Stolzenberg is the founder and director of National Homeless
Collective- NHC.
Donna is a proud Ngatjumay/Mirning woman working to alleviate
systemic issues encountered by Indigenous Australians, who are sadly
overrepresented in homelessness statistics.
With 20 years of extensive experience Donna and her team lead the
recent Victorian covid lockdown crisis response ensuring the specific
needs of women and children in lockdown were met.
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Donna was recently awarded the title of 2021 VIC Australian of the
Year and continues to use her time and her voice to teach and change
the narrative of homelessness in Australia.

Dr Blanche Verlie- Postdoctoral Researcher at the Sydney Environment Institute.

Dr. Blanche Verlie is a Blanche has a multidisciplinary background and
draws on feminist philosophies of science to explore how alternative
understandings of 'climate' can contribute to more imaginative,
caring and just responses to climate change, particularly in the field
of climate change engagement. Her forthcoming book, Learning to
live with climate change, will be published in June this year.

Assoc Professor Tony Walker ASM – Chief Executive Officer, Ambulance Victoria
Tony Walker ASM is Chief Executive Officer of Ambulance Victoria. He
is a Registered Paramedic with over thirty-five years’ experience
working in a range of senior clinical, operational and leadership roles
within the ambulance sector.
Over past six years Tony has led significant transformation at
Ambulance Victoria to improve the health and wellbeing of their
workforce and the response they provide to the community. He
holds an adjunct appointment as Associate Professor in the College of
Health and Biomedicine at Victoria University and is a Fellow of the
Australian College of Paramedicine.

Shona Whitton – National Coordinator, Operations, Australian Red Cross
Shona Whitton is the National Coordinator, Recovery and
Psychosocial Support at Australian Red Cross responsible for the
coordination and development of domestic disaster recovery
operations and psychosocial programs. Shona has worked as a
consultant specialising in post disaster recovery, psychosocial support
and community resilience, including working as a Field Recovery
Specialist during the 2019/2020 bushfire season with the NSW State
Government. Shona is a Churchill Fellow and holds a Bachelor of
Social Science (Psychology), a Masters in Community Development
(Emergency Management), a Graduate Diploma of Psychology, a
Graduate Certificate in Gender Mainstreaming Policy & Analysis, and
an International Diploma in Humanitarian Assistance.
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Andrew Wilson-Annan – CFA Firefighter, Gender & Disaster Pod Trainer
Andrew is a volunteer CFA firefighter in the Macedon Ranges of
Victoria and has been involved over the last 19 years responding to a
number of fire & flood campaigns in Victoria including Black Saturday
and developed an involvement in community recovery and
developing proactive capability. As part of his participation in Black
Saturday, Andrew became aware of the increased incidence and
severity of domestic violence during and in particular after disasters
and assisted in the development and facilitation of training programs
to raise awareness and seek to build resilience in community.
Andrew is also the founder of an independent business consulting to
financial services, after having held several executive positions with
strong financial and risk management international experience over
the last 29 years.
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LEAD – IN SESSIONS
Becci Bryant- QFSM MBA MIFireE Hon DPP
Becci was appointed Chief Fire Officer/Chief Executive with Staffordshire
Fire and Rescue Service in April 2016 and is the first woman CFO having
progressed through the 'ranks' in the UK. Becci joined Staffordshire in 2005
after serving with both Cheshire and Bedfordshire and Luton.
During her career Becci has worked on fire stations, within the learning and
development arena, and a flexi-duty officer. In her role as a strategic
manager her current responsibilities include providing the strategic
leadership for the Service, undertaking gold command and professional
advisor to the Staffordshire Commissioner.
Becci was awarded the Queen’s Fire Service medal in 2020 for her services
to the Fire and Rescue sector.

Stephanie Corsetti – News Journalist, SBS News
Stephanie started her media career in community radio in 2007. She then
became a traffic reporter and producer at ABC Radio Melbourne, working
on the award-winning Mornings show with Jon Faine. Stephanie shifted to
the ABC newsroom after completing her cadetship in 2011. She completed
a stint with the radio current affairs team in Melbourne filing national
stories for the AM, The World Today and PM in 2017. She was shortlisted
for a Melbourne Press Club Quill award in 2016 in the regional category for
a domestic violence report. She has worked in the Bendigo and Mildura
ABC offices in regional Victoria and done short-term stints at Horsham
during the Grampians fires and the Sydney newsroom in 2017. At the ABC,
Stephanie won Best TV News Story at the Rural Press Club of Victoria
awards in 2019 and scored the Victorian Multicultural Commission Media
Award in 2020 for SBS. Both awards were for her coverage of failing in the
family violence system.

Quinn Cramer – President of Women and Firefighting Australasia
Quinn joined Queensland Fire and Rescue Service part time in
August 2008 as an Auxiliary Firefighter in Bundaberg while she worked full
time as a Business Manager at Target.
Quinn was the first female employed to a permanent position in Rockhampton and only the fourth female in the Central Region and has several
qualifications in Public Safety and Leadership in Emergency Management
In 2014 Quinn became involved with Women in Firefighting Australasia
(WAFA) and was instrumental in the development of mentoring networks
for women in QFES. In 2017 Quinn joined the board of WAFA and in 2019
was elected President of the collective.
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Rob Gordon- PhD, FAPS Clinical Psychologist
Rob Gordon, Ph D. is a Clinical Psychologist; he has worked in
disaster recovery since the Ash Wednesday first of 1983. He
consultants Victorian Departments of Education and Training,
Families, Fairness and Housing, Bushfire Recovery Victoria and
Australian Red Cross. He has worked with communities throughout
Australia and New Zealand and provides training to government and
non-government agencies in emergency and trauma recovery. He
has published articles and book chapters. He conducts a
psychotherapy practice in Box Hill and is President of the
Australasian Confederation of Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy.
Karleen Gribble – Adjunct Associate Professor in the School of Nursing and Midwifery at Western
Sydney University.
Karleen is one of the authors of the World Health Assembly-endorsed
Operational Guidance on Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies
and also has multiple peer reviewed research papers on infants in
emergencies. She has provided advice to health professionals, emergency
responders, and government bodies on policy, training and
implementation of IYCF-E programs as well as to organisations such as
WHO, UNICEF, UNHCR, World Vision and Save the Children. She is also an
Australian Breastfeeding Association Community Educator and
Breastfeeding Counsellor.

Dawn Hartog – Captain, Toolangi Fire Brigade and Senior Program Manager, FFMVic, Culture and
Diversity
An experienced manager with a demonstrated history of working in public
safety and emergency management for over 20 years. Holding her
Master’s degree in Education, Dawn has used adult learning principles
throughout her career to design and develop programs and curriculum.
Dawn works for the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning, leading the Women in Fire and Emergency Management program
across Forest Fire Management Victoria. Dawn is Captain of Toolangi Fire
Brigade, as well as a Board Member with the Country Fire Authority. Dawn
has a history of working with community groups. She is passionate about
ethical behaviours and gender equality in the emergency management
sector.
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Rebecca Hersher – Science Reporter, NPR, US
Rebecca Hersher (she/her) is a reporter on NPR's Science Desk, where she
reports on outbreaks, natural disasters, and environmental and health
research. Since coming to NPR in 2011, she has covered the Ebola outbreak
in West Africa, embedded with the Afghan army after the American
combat mission ended, and reported on floods and hurricanes in the U.S.
She's also reported on research about puppies. Before her work on the
Science Desk, she was a producer for NPR's Weekend All Things Considered
in Los Angeles.
Hersher was part of the NPR team that won a Peabody award for coverage
of the Ebola epidemic in West Africa and produced a story from Liberia
that won an Edward R. Murrow award for use of sound. She was a finalist
for the 2017 Daniel Schorr prize; a 2017 Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting
fellow, reporting on sanitation in Haiti; and a 2015 NPR Above the Fray
fellow, investigating the causes of the suicide epidemic in Greenland.

Alex Johnson – Chief Fire Officer – Regional Director, South East UK
Alex joined Derbyshire Fire & Rescue as a firefighter in 1992, serving
at stations across the county during a successful career in which she
rose to the rank of Area Manager, leading the service’s prevention,
protection and inclusion work. She’s also worked at the service’s
training centre, both as breathing apparatus instructor and Group
Manager, and is a fully qualified fire protection officer. She joined
South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue in 2017 as Assistant Chief Fire Officer,
before being promoted to Deputy Chief Fire Officer and then Chief
Fire Officer. For many years, Alex has been a member of the
Executive Committee of Women in the Fire Service, a national
network which supports the development of women in the fire
sector. In 2019 she was named the 'most influential woman in fire' by
FIRE magazine.

Jade Lane – Regional Gender Equity Coordinator, Women’s Health Goulburn North-East
Jade is a senior advisor in gender equality and the prevention of violence
against women (VAW). Her work translates leading theories and ideologies
into brave and impactful programs that challenge patriarchy and disrupt
harmful cultural narratives about women and girls. As a survivor of
gendered violence, she is a fierce advocate for the inclusion of livedexperience expertise in all interventions aimed at preventing and
responding to violence against women. As a feminist, she’s bloody fired up.
Jade joins the conference as Regional Gender Equity Coordinator at
Women’s Health Goulburn North East.
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Ruth McGowan OAM
Ruth McGowan is a gender equality expert and advocates for
women in politics, particularly local government where she coaches
Councillors and trains candidate. With a background in agricultural
Science Ruth has lived and worked in country Victoria for most of her
life. She has served as a Councillor and Mayor and volunteered with
community organisations, including her local fire brigade. Ruth was
honoured with a National Emergency Medal (2013) and an Order of
Australia Medal (2014) for community service.
Krissy Nicholson – Family Violence Prevention Officer, City of Casey
Krissy Nicholson is the Family Violence Prevention Officer at the City of
Casey. She is working in partnership with the Gender and Disaster Pod to
develop training and guidelines for relief centres. Krissy has a Master of
Public Health and 15 years program management experience in a range of
settings. From global emergencies such as Tsunami’s, Earthquakes and
Cholera outbreaks, through to her current work that includes applying a
gender lens to Casey’s COVID 19 pandemic response and recovery. Krissy
is a passionate advocate for social change and raising awareness about the
link between gender inequality and violence against women.
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